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Howard's Index to tbi Code of Virginia of 1887. By Overton Howard, of the 
Richmond Bar : West, Johnson & Co., Publishers, Richmond, Ya. 1895. 

Since the publication of the Code of 1887 there has been a very general regret 
on the part of the profession in the State, and all those who have to consult that 
work, that the learned revisors did not see fit, or were unable for want of the 
necessary time, to prepare a fuller and more comprehensive index thereto. The 
variety of subjects legislated upon, as well as the great number of provisions in 
regard to many of these, exceeds the popular estimate of the " amount of law " 
contained in the Code. And inasmuch as it embraces more and fuller legislation 
than any of its predecessors, it is the more difficult to become acquainted with, as 
well as more necessary for us to acquire this acquaintance. It demands all the 
more urgently therefore a complete, carefully digested index. Since the one 
affixed to Code of 1849, we have not enjoyed the advantages of a proper index to 
our Codes, nor was that one all that could be desired. So it may be said that the 
deficiencies of the index to the Code of 1887 are no exception to what may be 
called the rule. 

However true may be the charitable supposition that every man knows the 
(statute) law, it is certainly not true that every man, or even lawyer, can find that 
law upon sudden occasion. Not only for the purpose of quick reference to the 
Code is a complete index of value, but also for reference to the decisions and 
amendments affecting it, as it is the rule rather than the exception, that the lawyer 
has annotated his Code quite thoroughly, and has thus rendered himself more 
dependent on the index to that work. And if the lawyer, who has some knowledge 
of the order in which the statutes are arranged, and should be able to hit in the 
neighborhood of the chapter, if not the page, on which the desired section is to 
be found, without reference to the index, must often have recourse to the latter, 
how completely the layman is dependent on the index is perfectly obvious. For 
while the Code is read with delight by the profession, for the general purpose of 
instruction and entertainment, the lay mind which seeks its pages, as literature, is 
exceptionally constituted. 

Mr. Overton Howard, of the Richmond Bar, has undertaken to prepare such an 
index to the Code of 1887 as will enable one entirely ignorant of that book to 
readily find any of its provisions. That he has succeeded, a critical examination 
of his production makes abundantly clear. He has analyzed the whole Code, sec- 
tion by section, with reference to every subject or topic dealt with, has classified 
these by proper titles, under which ali that relates thereto is concisely stated in 
sub-titles so numerous as to exhaust, under one title, all that the Code contains in 
connection therewith. How much more thoroughly the work has been done than 
in the old index is shown by the fact that there are about twice as many titles in 
Mr. Howard's as in the former. Moreover, where any given provision might 
properly be expected to be referred to under two or more titles, as equally obvious, 
Mr. Howard does not disappoint us. 

The system adopted, and the thoroughness with which it has been followed, 
evince an enormous amount of labor, which entitles Mr. Howard to the encomi- 
ums which his work is earning. Judge Eiely says : " It is full and complete, and 
my judgment is that the work has been admirably done. Any one, be he lawyer 
or layman, who has occasion tp consult the statute law of the State, can, with your 
index as a key, readily find it." And this opinion has been concurred in by those 
who have carefully examined it. G. Carlton Jackson. 



